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Dear All,
Happy Raja to everyone!

This is our 13" year celebration of Raja festival in London by Odia Cultural
Association London (OCAL). Due to current situation and prevailing condition
we were unable celebrate on the ground and hence decided to offer an
alternative as 1°' ever virtual “Odia Raja Parba 2020” celebration. Welcome
all of you and join us on 20" June evening to participate and view the
performances from our UK talented artists and celebrity artists from Odisha
to celebrate the festival.

This magazine is a celebration of the Raja festival which provides a
communication platform to the Odia’s in London. Most critically this also
exposes our younger generation to our Odia tradition and culture which is an
opportunity to demonstrate their writing talents and skills.

Our sincere thanks to all contributors and the members of OCAL for making
these celebrations on going over years. We also thanks to the Odia friends

and family who joins us every year and this year virtually online.

We hope you enjoy reading this magazine and continue to encourage us and
our children to publish more and more in the years to come.

Wish you all a fun filled Raja festival celebration with everyone!!!
Jay Jaganath,
Umakant Rout

Odia Cultural Association London ( OCAL )
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Sudipti Pattnaik
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My right of way

- Devi Patnaik

The flights are grounded

the birds fly merrily

For too long we have been holding sway
and they say, remember it's my right of way

The sky is blue again

no dust in the air

Could see the mountains
from towns afar.

Water in the lake
crystal clear

Fish swim without fear
there is no boat to steer

Turtles lay their eggs

time to set up nest

It's their world,

everything is having to rest.

Daffodils by the motorway
look so clean

The motors are out

the bulbs are free to sprout

If nature had a say

we came late in the day

For too long we have been holding sway
and they say, remember it's my right of way

Prasad Patnaik
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By Saian
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Yatish Nath - International Dance & music festival, Cuttack Mahotsav, Odisha and 1st prize in Street

dance championship @Kent
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Gita Panda

A beautiful past time of Lord Jagannath

Long, long ago there was a panda in Puri named Arjun Mishra. Every day he used to read the
whole Bhagavad-Gita. Because he spent a lot of his time studying the Gita, and due to his
unflinching faith, the local people called him Gita Panda. He was a great devotee of Lord
Jagannath, a very surrendered soul. He depended upon his Lord for everything. Whatever
happened, he accepted as the desire of the Lord. Nothing could affect Gita Panda. He was a
very poor person and lived by begging. Once there was heavy rain for about a week in Puri,
and there was no scope for Gita Panda to go out begging. Whatever little stock he had, he
finished very quickly. He and his family were forced to fast, yet Gita Panda was not disturbed.
He spent his days happily reciting the Gita. He was happy that he could not go out, and felt it
was a good opportunity for him because he had more time to read the Gita.

His wife became very angry with him. She chastised him. “Unless you go out and beg, how
do you think your family will survive? We have three children. They will all die if you do not go
out and get something for them!” Gita Panda was undisturbed. He showed her a verse from
Bhagavad-Gita:

ananyas cintayanto mam yejanah paryupasate
tesam nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam vahamy aham

“But those who always worship Me with exclusive devotion, meditating on My transcendental
form—to them | carry what they lack, and | preserve what they have.”

She became even angrier by her husband’s behaviour. She waited for days, but still her
husband brought nothing. He just kept telling her, “If we simply depend upon the Lord, He
said He will take care of everything.” The wife wondered how long she could wait. The
children were very hungry due to want of food. She was very angry. Taking her husband’s
Bhagavad-Gita, she opened it at the verse he quoted and scratched three lines through the
verse. Afterwards, frustrated and hungry, she and her children went to sleep. Sometime later,
Gita Panda also took rest. Soon after, Gita Pandas wife heard a knock at the door. She rose
from her bed and opened the door. There stood two very beautiful boys, and they had
brought with them so many ingredients for preparing food. The brahmani was very surprised
to see these two very beautiful boys. One of them was dark and the other had skin, the colour
of milk. The dark boy told the brahmani ,“Please take these foodstuffs which have been sent
by a friend of Gita Panda. Please cook and then eat to your hearts content.” The brahmini
was very pleased to see these very beautiful boys, and when she heard the boys voice, her
heart filled with joy. She felt very affectionate towards them. She requested them to kindly
wait until she prepared the food and take prasada with them. But the boy replied, “Yes, we
desire greatly to take prasada with you and your good husband, but my tongue has been cut,
and | cannot eat anything.” After this, the boys took their leave.

Gita Pandas wife placed all the ingredients in the storeroom and went to call her husband to
tell him of their good fortune. When Gita Panda came and saw that the entire storehouse was
filled with varieties of ingredients, he asked his wife, “Did you feed these boys? | hope you
were able to return their kindness and give them some prasada” His wife replied, “I asked
them to wait and eat something, but the dark boy said that someone had cut his tongue in
three places and he was unable to eat.

” When Gita Panda heard this, he immediately understood that the boy was the Lord Himself.
Because his wife had scratched the verse in the Gita three times, the words, which emanated




from the lotus mouth of the Lord, reflected on His tongue. Gita Panda s wife realized that the
Lord, to prove His promise that He maintains His devotees, had brought bhoga to His dear
devotee. Immediately Gita Panda and his wife prepared to go to Jagannath temple to beg
forgiveness and thank Him for His kindness. When they approached the altar, they saw that
Jagannath had three spots on His lips.

By: Santosh Kumar Sahu




Enchanted Room — By Angelina Mansingh

One day | was Infront of my room just thinking to open the door. |
just said jokingly to the door, can you please open. For me this was
the biggest surprise, the door opens automatically. The when | was
about to pull my chair it was turn towards me and allowed me to sit.
I sat on my chair and playing with my Globe. When | touch California
with my gobble stick and thinking to visit there.

The next moment | was in California. As | am alone in California
without my family, | was bit sacred. | am thinking how to go back to
my room. Then saw my mom and Dad just coming from the front. |
am so happy and amused.
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PAKHALA BHATA - By Dr Sahadev Swain
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You can take Odia out of Odisha but you cannot take Pakhalbhata out of Odia. Rice
is rampantly produced in Odisha and no wonder it is the staple food . In Odishsa
people can eat rice as breakfast, lunch and dinner. With Pakhalbhata the accompa-
niments of course depends upon the availability and affordability of other com-
modities. If nothing is available pepper and onion for poor households. In rich
houses it is a luxury to have ten or 12 accompaniments. When the son-in-law is in-
vited for the first time a variety of acccompaniments are prepared ,as a custom, to
be served by the side of Pakhalabhata.

On the days when there were no facilities for safe storage of left over foods the
women put rice in a shaded place in an earthen pot and put water into it. This can
last for few more hours and can be eaten at a later time. If left overnight it be-
comes formented and brings added flavour. Particularly when consumed in the
summer afternoon one can enjoy a lovely siesta. This is how Pakhalbhat is tradi-
tionally made.

Pakhalbhat can also be carried to the field by the farmers or even to school (as in
my case ) by the students in a tiffin carrier to be enjoyed at the lunchtime .How-
ever, those who are not familiar with Pakhalbhat can be easily bemused showing
the reason of lack of hygiene. Therefore | personally use Dahipakhal or Da-

hibhat for my personal use.




People can prepare this to suit their own taste. This is how | had prepared this re-
cently.

| soaked the leftover rice with some milk and added some yoghurt to it . Adding
some cashew nuts and dates and orange is optional. You can add some onion and
green chilies if you like . Addition of herbs like coriander makes it tasty . In a pan
take some oil and add some curry leaves and mustard seeds . As the mustards
splatter pour the oil with the other contents to the pot of yogurt rice and mix it
well. Your dahibhat is ready to enjoy ! How do you make yours ?




