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My right of way

By -- Devi Patnaik
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The sky looked like a canvas of royal, pastel
colours, melting off of an artist’s canvas
just as the sun was about to set. Just ahead,
red blossoms hung in masses from vivid,
jade stems. The ambience was beautiful.
The cascading, crystal clear water waltzed
down the rocky surface of the riverbed;
carefully passing the vibrant, swimming
fish beneath. The calming trickle of the
river sparked joy in the midst of this
scorching heat wave.

The faint bursts of laughter coming
from a nearby coffee shop filled me with

second hand joy. As | meandered deeper
and deeper into the town, the aroma of
strong black coffee wafted heavily into my
nostrils, piercing the humid veil | wash
trapped in with smooth, rich scent of
freshly roasted beans. | just simply could
not resist ordering my favourite iced latte,
from my favourit coffee shop- it would just
be an unforgiving crime; far worse than
murder. Trust me!

So of course | hurriedly walked
inside. And to my surprise there wasn’t
much of a queue either. | silently cheered,
“YAY!today really was working in my
favour”, “Ahh! there is truly nothing better
than a good cup of coffee,” | thought. And
just when you thought | was done - you
would be sorely mistaken my friend.

A Busy Summer’s Day

Anusreya Kar

Chocolate chip cookies just so happen to be
my weakness so, with that in mind | could
not resist a cookie.

So now that | had finally left the
coffee shop, before | spent all of my money,
| of course took a big bite out of my cookie.
But in the process, my cookie had almost
formed a cookie dough batter at the back of
my throat- but nothing like a nice big gulp
of iced coffee can’t fix. The iced coffee,
thankfully, managed to break down the
cookie mixture, | had created; but
unfortunately, the sticky caramel syrup lay
once again stuck at the back of my throat.
At this point | simply gave up, and trusted
that the next load of saliva that will get
produced should be the solution to my
problem.

| walked further and further along
the cobblestone-pavement, soon a cloud
of thick, warm air choked me; but the
refreshing waft of cold air | received from
the air conditioning from a cosmetics shop
that | passed, saved me. The rosemary and

orange blossom scented air was refreshing
as for the past twenty minutes all | could
smell and taste was caramel syrup.

The sun continued to blaze from a
cloudless sky, and just like that the water

glistened like jewels in the night sky. | was
exhausted, to say the least. And the sun
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was repeatedly testing my patience, like an
invisible hammer pounding at each and
every one of my senses. So, as | could see
the sun’s temper gradually increasing, |
(being the mature one) began to make my
way back home. But the humid, sweltering
heat hugged me so ever tightly, forcing me
to stay. | simply couldn’t stand the heat for
any longer. The sun’s rays that had once
painted the city in a hazy golden mist, had
now drenched the painting with misery-
and washed the paint away.

| hurriedly rushed back home
before | got soaked in misery. But | was too
late. Each raindrop hit my back like bullets
penetrating into my skin. Trees flinched
and the grass shivered in the freezing,
pounding rain. The rain was relentless. It
did not stop. But luckily, it wasn’t for any
longer. My house was just around the
corner. | quickly dived deep into the ocean-
that the rain had created in my pockets,

searching through all the very unnecessary
things that | keep inside my pockets:
searching for the house keys. That’s gum, a
hairclip, how did that get in there- oh
nevermind, ahh! here we are!” | said to
myself.

Finally | had found my keys. | was in
my home, home ,sweet home! | was
drenched, so | immediately lit a fire and
spent the rest of the evening reading Pride
and Prejudice- my favourite! | peered
outside, as | turned the page, and almost
teased the shivering trees outside. When
all of a sudden, the once merciless sun
washes our saviour. Just my luck!- | thought
myself.

(Anusreya, a 12 year old girl, originally
from Odisha, has written this piece of
creative writing about a busy summer’s
dayin her local high street, in the UK.)
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